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That to close prison he commanded her, With many bitter threats cf 'biding there.
KIL. No more, unless the next word that thou speak'st,
Have some malignant power upon my life : If so, I pray thee, breathe it in mine ear, As ending anthem of my endless dolour.
PRO.   Cease to lament for that thou canst not
help,
And study help for that which thou lament'st. Time is the nurse and breeder of all good. Here if thou stay, thou canst not see thy love ; Besides., thy staying will abridge thy life. Hope is a lover's staff; walk hence with that, And manage it against despairing thoughts. Thy letters may be here, though thou art hence ; Which, being writ to me, shall be delivered Even in the milk-white bosom of thy love3.
3 Even in the MILK-WHITE BOSOM OF THY LOVE.] So, In Hamlet:
" These to her excellent white bosom," &c. Again,  In Gascoigne's Adventures of Master F. J. first edit. p. 206: At delivery thereof, [i. e. of a letter,] she understood not for what cause he thrust the *e same into her bosom.'1"
Trifling as the remark may appear, before the meaning of this address of letters to the bosom of a mistress can be understood, it should be known that women anciently had a pocket, in the fore part of their stays, in which they not only carried love-letters and love tokens, but even their money and materials for needle-work. Thus Chaucer, in his Merchantes Tale :
" This purse hath she in hire bosome hid." In many parts of England the rustic damsels still observe the same practice ; and a very old lady informs me that she remembers when it was the fashion to wear very prominent stays, it was no less the custom for stratagem or gallantly to drop its literary favours within the front of them.    STEEVENS. See Lord Surrey's Sonnets, 1557:
" My song*, thou shalt attain to find the pleasant place, " Where she doth live, by whom I live ; may chance to have the grace,